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interview

With hopes of raising the professionat standurd
throughout the Middie East, a new but already recognized
orgeaization of Arab wax launched in London
curlier this month.

‘Tulut Abu Ghazaleh, chaicman of the board of Valal Abu
Ghucaleh Internutionsd (UK ), 1s the first president of the
Arab Soclety of Certified Accountants (ASCA).

Correspondent Sara Towe talked with M. Ghazuleh, a
Jordaalan, shortly after the formation of the ussociution.

Q: Mr. Abu Ghazaleh, you met recently in L.ondon with
seven of the councll members of the uewly-formed Arub
Society of Certitied Accountuats, working out the
constitution aad the five points of the orgunization. Why was
the decision made (o set up this organization?

A: Foralong tme the Arab world has been badly inneed
otaprotessional body which would be able to accomplish
Cagunnation and membership tuncuons on the standards
avceptable and recognized by world prolessionals Solike
the sttuationin many developed countries of the world
whcte thare are such professional bodics - the Unied
States, Botam, Canada, Austrahia, Scotland  there wall be
secoginzed accodntants in the Arabworld. As you know, i
{the protessiomitn the professional socicties that regulate the
profession, control its applicants and set standards. Fhat
tuncuonis lacking i the Arab world

Q: These ure alrendy other professional sccountunts’
socletics in the Middie Eust. How will the new society be
differcut irom these?

A There are only two other socicies The Middie Fast
Souicty ot Associsted Accountants, which was established
20 years ago, and whose membeostup has reniined frozen
siee then, demonstrates that it hias notbeen able o attract
the large number of practitioners w the Arab world simply
because 1tdoes not give sts members international
recogmition

Fhicic s only one other soviety which s now boing,
ivaled by e Faderaton of Arab Accountants called the

TAuab Institute of Accountants That body wants 1o set up iy
own standards of examination and membernsinp, completely
ditterear from what we're trying 1o do. What we'te trying to
dois ink up with the (Briush) Association of Ceraticd
Accountants and be recognized by that assuciation

Why did we choose thie British association? Because it
was the only logical partner. 10 the only associanon i the
world which permits examunations incentics abioad . Andas
anintesnational orgamization, a lusge nunber of Arabs ure
alicady members. A farge number of Arabs aic already
students studyng there

Fvemit youwere tosay there ase two other socielics so
why should we have a new one, | wouldsay, we have two
societies. T the UK there are six. We are talking about 15
Atabcountries. Theie is 0o harmn having mose socictics
duected towards the service of the profession. 1t helps, and
vatens to a need which s there

Q: Do you expect that the new society will improve the
stundurd of sccountancy in the Middic East?

A Our man function s to provide our students {with the
possiility Jeventually tosictor exams that addresses a nced.
We should be preparing them in subjects which relate o
thea countnies, as far as taxation law o1 commcercial faw arc
concerned and i Arabic 1or some subjects. Bul the basic
accountaicy subjects would be exactly the saine as the
Buush association. We are gomg 1o start from the pount they
have rcached atter long years of expericnce.

Q: So rather thun develop an orgunization in the Middle
bast und try to get i recognized, your idea is to join with u

We are hoping to develop examination
papers on Arab taxation and Arab
commercial law, and in Arabic. One of
the problems is that you have an
accoumtant who is qualified in the U
but when he comes home, he doesn’t
know anything about the laws or local
requirements. So, although he is
highly qualitied internationally, he is
not equipped to handle work in the
Arab world. There is a need to be filled.
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recognized organi; and then build up your membership.
A Whatwere tymg tosay s thid we're settig up an
assoCtation whichos b b i e ident Avab association

What we’re trying to say is that we're
setting up an association which will be
an independent Arab associntion but
be recognized and patronized by an
established international
organization. Through that
recogaition we-will get international
recognition. Otherwise, if we start on
our own, without this link, we may, 20
Years from now, get the recognition, or
we may not.

Q: Turning aysin te the exumination, you said they would
be the sume ay those of the British association, and would
include, some thne in the Ruture, Arab local laws sad be
administered in Arabu.

Az Yes, weare hopig o develop oxanminaion Paperson
Arab taxation and Arabcomncrcial law , and i Arabie.
One of the problems agd one ol the reasons we need fhia
society, is that you havean uccountant who isqualified in the
United Kindgom, but when he comes home , he doesn't
know anything about e laws and he docen't know unything
about the focal requirements. S0, although he's ughly
qualificd it L he's ot equipped w handio work

aithe Avabworld Thope s aacod tobe fllc o

but be recogniced and patronized by an
internationalorgamzation Through that tecognition we
will getinternational recogmtion Otherwise, il we sttt on
our own, without this ink , we may, 20 ycars liom now, get
the recogmtion, or we may not. Sowe started by asking what
we have todotomectrecognion cntetia. We developed
our articles. our membenship coena and our exammations
to the standards requuired by the Brtish association so that
we are on the same stiundiard Ou aiembers are quahticd to
become membess of then association

Q:Are you s member of the Middie East Society of
Associgted Accountunts?

Az bam atounding member and | was amember of the
councilfor several years

Q: Was it your dissatisfaction with that society which
prompted the forming of this new society ?

At s notdissatistac hon, butsimply becanse ithas not
beenable togetthenterauonat recogmnion that itneeds. It
has not been abie 1o do so i twenty years.

Q: What are some of the problems of not having &
recognized society in the Middle East?

A: Weare not worned about ourselves; alt the members
of the councit hiave intciational recogimtion. Thiss
precacly the stengih of the counal - will give credibahity
and recogmuion to the ASCA

The council members fechthe necd tondeveioping ths
sotiety for lutute genciations and for other members of the
professionin the Arab workd ‘They have a nght tobe
recognized by protessionals worldwide.

Q: There are 28 founding members of the ASCA. How
many members do you expect to join?

A: Weeapect thatmthe fistycar we will have several
bundied  casily. But our adinssions critertaaie very
ditticult. We are onty lookimg for the hest quabilicd rather
than numbers Itone og twodinms withdiaw or have
teservations ar boycottus s srretevant and mmatenal as
taras the society isconcerned. Weate very heenand very
imterested i having as much support trom everybody as we
can. Butthere nso firm which has a monopoly over the
professien

Q: Has there been opposition (o the formation of this
society?

A We have Badvery ot oppostion. Ous cstinate
today avwe werc anay g the consensus of protessional
opiomn e Avabworkt s that fout of every Mbare i
SuUpport Sots one out ol Mhats withholding on having
reseivations. Butovedall the support is iciendous

Q: How loug will you be president of the ASCA?

Az The winclos provade for a peaod ot live years tor tus
Isteounal attcr whichatlus toiesign. ook forward o the
day when Lcanband over the teadership to some other

N LT

{0 Join the ASCA? ,

A Wehave nodoubt that they will We have provided
forthat The only rcq&wmcnl is thut they shoukd hisve been
mthe Arabworkdfor (vowvecans

Hthey sittonthe eaam, that s another story . obviously.
But we are addeessing e chastered certibicd sccountants
whofive anght 1o bedgine members because we recognize
thei quahitications 5

Q: Soyou're ussuming thut in two yeurs they will come to
koow the Arubic law ™

A: Well, we are ussimung that they would have We are
alsoassuming that theywilthave ateeling tor the Arabwosld
and they will have a certain interest and commitment .

Q: How many foreign secountants are there is the Arsb
waorld at this moment?

A: Hundreds Unfortunately, there has nevet been a
bady kecpingorgamzedstatistics unaltthese subjects you're
ashing. Thatis one of the functions, one of the resolutions,
we weie discussing today 1o have an orgamzed upproach 1o
collecting intormation.

Q: Professor John R. Small, pust president of the Sritieh
associution, was one of the catalysis in the formbng af the Arad
suchkety, wasn'the?

A: He was notonly acatalyst, he was a very nstrumecntal
person. We owe alot tohum, because he had the vision to not
only perceive the necd  but 1o assist us i the developing and
structuning and stybng of the progect. He was onthe spot, he
saw the necd, he talkedto goveraments at the highest level -
ministers and leaders ingovermment. He walked to leaders in
the business commumity and to protessionsls.

Q: How is the respoase of governments?

A: We have the blessing of Arab governments. and we
have the blessing of the business community. We have the
suppurtof business and die protessional community. We asc
very pleased and excitedwith the support we have received
Jos Lar more than we expected

Axamatter ol tact, we have alettes tromthe Workd Bank
CRpaCssitg suppoiton e saely We've had fetters of
support from lcading mstitutions i the world, and from
people gl overthe world - people we never met, who sre
very happy to sce that binally there i something being donc

Q: You have suid that dui ing the iast 20 years thut there
has been u transfer of one crillion dollars in inance io (he
Middie Eust, und it is theaccountants who have Aandiod .

Azt atuct that when there is wealth there is an
accounting tuncuon The Arab world has developed in 20
years at s remendous speed i conatiucthion, in
mrastiucture. mindust:y The accounting protession has
beentagping belund, so our eftorts ace o cope and catch up
with the development uthe Arab world in other secion
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